Textile and Apparel Terms
Term

DESCRIPTION
Undarted. Straighter cut with a narrower shoulder stance, set-in besom flap pockets. Easier
3 button sac model
fit. Classically worn with only the center button closed.
A plain tennis collar which has spread points. The spread shortens the points. This collar
Ainsley spread collar
also has slots for inserting collar stays.
Airsoft finish

As the name implies, a finish giving a fabric a softer hand.

A-line shape

A body style having a close-fitting top and a flared bottom.

Alligator

Exotic grains, long-wearing leather. Most are imported and are very expensive.

Alpaca

Fiber from an animal resembling a llama, it can be used in pile fabrics for insulated coats.

Aniline calfskin

Calfskin leather that has been dyed with aniline, an oily liquid. This process gives the
leather a soft feel.

Antique brass

Brass that has been darkened by the use of chemicals.

Antique wash

A process that gives the fabric a worn, slightly washed out look.

Argyle

Design often used for knitwear and hosiery: two or three colors in a diamond shaped
design.

Attaché (flap front)

A flap front briefcase where the flap closes halfway down the front, with a top handle.

Badger bristles

Short, stiff coarse hairs from the badger, used in our shaving brush.

Balmoral

A closed-throat shoe with a laced front.

Band collar

A collar having just the neckband, but no collar attached to it.

Bar stripe

A straight stripe or band that is much longer that it is wide.

Barrel cuffs

Single lined cuffs with a regular button and buttonhole closing.

Baseball neckline

A collar similar to that of the uniform worn by a baseball player.

Basketweave
Batik print

Variation of a plain weave fabric in which two or more yarns are worked in the warp and
weft, used mostly in shirting.
Indonesian way of dyeing fabric in which waxed areas resist the dye and unwaxed areas
are penetrated by it.

Beechwood (italian
viscose/acetate)

A fabric resembling the color of the beech tree (which has a smooth, gray bark).

Belgium linen

Linen fabric made in Belgium

Bemberg lining
Bengal stripe

Bemberg is a brand name of rayon fabric, of the finest quality. It is used for our suit and
sportcoat linings, and is the softest, finest lining available
Colorfully striped fabric shipped to world markets from Bengal, India; used for sportshirts,
pajamas, and more.

Besom pockets

Pocket with a stitched fold on both the upper and lower sides.

Billfold

Another name for a type of a man's wallet.

Birdseye

Fabric characterized by a small geometric pattern with a center dot resembling a bird's eye.

Blackwatch

A plaid pattern in hunter/royal/black.

Blake construction

Fancy name for the way upper leather is sewn to the sole of the shoe. It denotes a
reinforced, well constructed shoe - similar to Goodyear construction.

Blazer stripe

A fabric pattern with wide-spaced thin stripes.

Bluchers

Shoes having the tongue and vamp cut in one piece and the quarters lapped over the vamp
and laced together for closing.

Bluff edge

When the edges of a garment are not topstitched.

Boston bag

An overnight bag.

Boucle
Box pleat

A fabric woven from curled or twisted yarn so as to produce small loops on the surface,
giving it a kinky appearance.
A two-sided fold in the garment resembling a panel, with the edges facing opposite
directions.

Braces

Suspenders.

Braided

Woven or knitted material used for trimming or binding.

Brass

An alloy consisting essentially of copper and zinc in variable proportions.

Breton stripe

A fabric pattern with very widely-spaced thin stripes.

Bridle leather

Type of leather that is used in traditional Saddlery ( saddles, whips etc.)

Broadcloth

Plain, closely woven fabric, lighter than poplin, finely textured.

Brooksease
Brushed brass

Our exclusive high performance, natural double-stretch wool. It provides exceptional
comfort, ease of movement, and resists wrinkling. The midweight, all-wool fabric is soft
and supple to the touch, and perfect for year-round wear.
One type of textured brass having a matte finish produced by running a wire brush across
the surface.

Buffalo check

Design of big squares or blocks, in fairly heavy fabrics. It is used for shirts and outerwear.

Burnished

To polish metal with a coarse or smooth cloth.

Butterfly bowtie

Bow tie with flared ends, designed for a small knot.

Button down collar

Collar points are buttoned-down to the shirt.

Cable
Caduceus
Calfskin
Camel hair

A knitted stitch used that resembles a twisted cable. It gives the garment a textured
appearance, and is used in sweaters.
An insignia bearing a staff with 2 entwined snakes and 2 wings at the top, symbolizing a
physician.
Leather from a young calf, it is smooth-surfaced, fine-grained, and durable. It does not
scuff easily, stretches only moderately, and cleans well.
Fiber from a camel, ranging in color from natural to brown. It can be used alone or
blended with wool. It comes from the underside of the camel, and is lustrous and very soft.

Candy stripe

Equal-width stripes of a color and white on fabrics used for shirts and sportswear.

Cap sleeve

A very short sleeve that hangs over the edge of the shoulder without extending along the
underside of the arm.

Cap toe

A separate piece of material covering the toe section of a shoe; used on oxford-type shoes.

Capri pants

Close-fitting women's pants that end above the ankle.

Cardigan

Refers to any sweater or jacket that buttons down the front. It can have a round or v-neck.

Cashmere

Fine wool from the undercoat of the long-haired Kasmir goat, which is woven or knitted
into soft fabrics that are luxurious to the touch. It is a fine, close weave.

Cedar

The wood of a tree of the pine family noted for its fragrance and durability.

Center vent

An split in the center lower part of a garment (jacket or skirt).

Chambray
Charmeuse

Woven cotton, polyester, or rayon fabric with a colored warp and white filling; used for
shirts and other apparel.
A lightweight silk, cotton, or manmade fiber dress fabric which is soft and drapes well. It
is smooth, has a semi-lustrous satin face and a dull back.

Chemise

A woman's straight, loose dress.

Chesterfield

Plain-back, slightly shaped overcoat, in either a single-breasted fly front or a doublebreasted style. It may also have a velvet collar.

breasted style. It may also have a velvet collar.
Chiffon

A transparent sheer fabric in a plain weave. Extremely light in weight but very strong, it
usually has a soft finish.

Chinos

All cotton twill fabric used for trousers and sportswear.

Chukka boot

Boot that extends above the ankle and fastens with a lace through two eyelets. It has a
rubber or leather sole.

Cigar clipper

An instrument for clipping or snipping off the end of a cigar.

Cigar cutter

An instrument used for cutting a cigar, shaped like scissors.

Clark fit

Slim fit, plain front trouser.

Coatdress

A dress styled like a coat, usually with a front buttoning from the neckline to the hemline.

Collar stays
Combed cotton
Cord stitching
Cordovan
Corduroy

Thin brass or plastic strips that run down the inside of the collar to the points to give it a
flat appearance; can be permanent or removable.
Combing is a process that removes all the short fibers, making it stronger and finer. It is a
higher-quality fabric.
On a man's moccasin, IT refers to the leather lace overcast stitching on the upper part of
the shoe.
Leather from the hindquarters of the horse. It is non-porous, durable, resistant to scuffing,
very expensive, and long-wearing.
A durable cotton pile fabric with vertical ribs or wales--the less ribs per inch, the wider the
wale.

Cortina

Leather that has been processed with a vegetable dye.

Cotton flake

Flake yarns are variations of the slub yarns. The yarn varies in thickness and softness,
giving it a textured appearance.

Cowhide

Leather made from the hides of cows.

Crepe

A light crinkled fabric woven of any various fibers.

Crow's foot pattern

A triangular-shaped pattern resembling the foot of a crow.

Cummerbund
Cut through pockets
Darts
Deerskin
Dinner jacket
Dobby
Doeskin
Dopp kit
Double face cloth

Waistband of solid or patterned silk or other fabric, made with or without pleats, for wear
with a dinner jacket.
Pockets that allow easy access through both the shell and lining of a coat to your clothing
pockets.
A fold of fabric stitched to a point at one or both ends, giving shape to a garment.
Skin of a female deer or antelope, usually in white or natural shades, but sometimes in
colors.
Evening jacket for semi-formal or formal wear. It may be single or double-breasted, with
lustrous facing on peaked lapels or shawl collar.
Fabric with small figures woven in, such as dots, geometric designs, floral patterns, etc.
They are found in shirt and tie fabrics.
A closely woven woolen worsted fabric with a slightly napped surface, used for
sportswear and slacks.
A men's travel size shaving/toiletry kit, with a zipper closure, side zip compartment, and
inside pocket.
Overcoat material composed of two fabrics joined together with a binder yarn. Either side
can be used as the face.

Double-bar horizontal
A stripe fabric pattern of two closely-spaced thin stripes, with one wide stripe in between.
repp

Double-breasted

Term applied to a jacket or coat in which the fabric overlaps by a few inches in the front.
There are 2 vertical rows of buttons and a single row of buttonholes with a single button
on the underside to secure the fabric on the inside.

Duffel coat

A heavy, usually woolen medium length coat with toggle fasteners and a hood.

Elliot fit

Relaxed fit, pleat front trouser.

Embossed

Leather treated with heat and pressure in a hydraulic press to give it a grained look.

Enamel

A usually opaque substance applied by fusion to the surface of metal, glass, or pottery.

End-on-end

Broadcloth, chambray, madras, or other fabric having alternating warp yarn, usually one in
color and one in white.

Engine-turn

Involves the use of a machine to engrave geometric designs into metal.

Refers to the same piece of leather at the top of shoe is wrapped completely around & a
sole is put on.
A plain "tennis" collar which has spread points. The spread, usually 4" or more, shortens
English spread collar
the point.
Use of a catalytic substance secreted by living organisms which brings about a chemical
Enzyme washed
change in a fabric.
English moc
construction

Epaulets
Extended waist
Fair isle

A strap stitched to or buttoned on the shoulder of a garment.
A waistband with an extended inner edge, usually with a button or hook to fasten on the
inside. This provides for a smoother look.
Sweater of an allover colorful design, originally hand-knitted on Fair Isle, off the coast of
Scotland.

Feather edge

On a belt, it refers to edges that are not topstitched.

Fit-and-flare

A silhouette that is close-fitting at the top, and spreads outward, or flares, at the bottom.

Flannel

A loosely woven fabric with a napped surface to conceal the weave, made mainly of wool
in men's apparel.

Flap pockets

A pocket with an extended flap forming the closure, as on an envelope.

Flap-over inset
pockets
Flap-over patch
pockets

Pockets made by slitting the garment, binding the cut edges, and lining, with an envelopelike flap at the opening.
A flat pocket applied to the outside of a garment, with an extended flap forming the
closure, as on an envelope.

Fleece

Woolen material with a napped fuzzy surface, used mainly in outerwear.

Forward pleats

Pleats that point toward the center of the garment.

Forward point collar Traditional shirt collar-not buttoned down (also known as a Tennis Collar).
French cuff

Have square or round edges that turn back and are worn with cuff-links.

This closure has a front fly with an inside button tab; this keeps the fly laying smooth. It
also has a hook & eye closure and extended outer tab with buttons.
Construction detail in which the shirt front is simply folded under, eliminating the raised
French front placket
placket that runs down the front of the shirt.
French fly

Gabardine

A distinctive diagonal warp twill, tightly woven fabric.

Garment dyed

Fabric dyed after the garment is sewn

Garment washed

Process where the garment is washed after construction, rather than prior to construction.

Georgette

Highly creped sheer silk fabric, used for dresses and blouses.

Gingham
Glen plaid

Fabric with dyed yarns introduced at given intervals, both vertically and horizontally, to
achieve block or check effects.
Scottish tartan of mostly gray, blue, brown, or greenish casts with multiple colors, in
which a group of stripes run vertically and horizontally to form a boxlike pattern.

Gloss finish

A finish giving off a surface luster or brightness.

Glove leather

A soft, lightweight leather.

Gold filled

A layer of gold covering a base metal by fusing.

Gold inlay

Refers to when a design is cut right into a stone.

Gold plated

Layers of gold over a base metal deposited on all surfaces by electroplating. The more
layers deposited, the more durable the finish.

Goldtone buckle

Gold color buckle

Gore skirt

A full skirt that gets it's fullness from the gores. A gore is a tapered or triangular piece of
fabric that is fuller at the bottom than at the top.

Grand fancy repp

A richly textured diagonal twill weave, with the weave resembling a herringbone pattern.

Graph check

A fabric pattern resembling graph paper.

Graphic stripes

A fabric pattern with ivory ground & Bold contrast.

Grosgrain

A heavy, rather prominent ribbed fabric--used mostly in ribbon.

Guard stripe

A diagonal fabric pattern of even width stripes.

Gussets

A pocket with a piece of material inserted at the side seam to allow extra fullness.

Hairline stripe

Very narrow stripes, made by weaving single threads in color to contrast with the
background color.

Hand-linked

A method of finishing seams that gives garments a smooth, flat appearance.

Herringbone

A broken-twill weave giving a zigzag effect produced by alternating the direction of the
twill.

High twist wool

More durable than regular wool, it is resistant to dirt and holds both creases and it's shape.

Horn buttons

Buttons made from the actual horns of an animal.

Houndstooth

Check with jagged edges resembling a dog's tooth.

Humidor

A case for storing cigars in which the air is kept at the proper humidity.

Intarsia
Interlock
Iridescent

Italian term for an inlaid mosaic of wood or other materials. In knitting, the term is applied
to a similar design with the pattern in solid colors on both sides of the fabric.
Term applied to a closely knit fabric produced on a machine with alternating long and
short needles.
Play or reflection of multiple colors attained by using different colors in the warp and
filling of a fabric.

Irish linen

Thin linen woven of Irish flax, used for shirts, trousers, and sportcoats.

Italian linen

Thin linen woven of Italian flax, used for shirts, trousers, and sportcoats.

Jacquard

A fabric of intricate variegated weave or pattern.

Jaspe
Jersey

Term applied to a fabric with an arrangement of fine stripes formed by light, medium, and
dark shades of a given color. It gives the appearance of a heather-twisted yarn.
Knitted fabric with a slight rib on one side, used for sportshirts, sportswear, and
underwear.

Jewel neck

A basic, round neckline.

Jockey stripe

A fabric pattern with alternating colors of even-width thin stripes.

Johnny collar polo

A sleeveless collar polo.

Jumper

A sleeveless dress for wearing over a blouse, etc.

Keeper

A leather or metal device for holding the end of a belt in place.

Kiltie loafers

A loafer with a tongue of fringed leather that is draped over the instep.

Kimono

Wrap style of a robe with full-cut sleeves and a sash, of Japanese origin.

Knapsack
Lambswool
Last
Lawyer's bag
Linen
Lisle

A leather, canvas, or other fabric bag for carrying items on the back.
The first fleece sheared from a lamb about 6-8 months old. It is a very fine quality, softly
textured, but not as strong as fully developed wool of the same sheep.
A form made of wood or metal that is shaped like a foot, over which a shoe is designed
and manufactured.
A briefcase with a flap closure, top handle, and inside gusseted pockets.
Fabric made of fibers removed from the stem of the flax plant; it was probably the first
textile fabric to be used.
A cotton fabric that has been processed to give it a smooth finish. The process burns off
lint and threads as well as fuzz and fiber ends, leaving

Low vamp

The upper covering of shoe if the forepart is low.

Lug soles

Soles with ridges on the bottom for increased traction.

Lycra spandex
Madras

Brand name of a spandex fiber manufactured by Du Pont. Lycra has elasticity and retains
its shape.
A cloth created by overlapping weaves of alternating colors. The weave is looser but
similar to broadcloth. It is named for Madras, India, an early source of textiles.

Matte finish

A non-glossy, dull finish.

Medallion cap toe

Design perforated in the leather of the shoe tip.

Melange stripe

A French term for mixture effects in fabrics.

Mercerized

Smooth, lustrous fabric resulting from the treatment of cotton yarn or fabric with a
solution of caustic soda; this strengthens yarns, adds to absorptive qualities, and improves
dye penetration.

Mercury

A heavy silver-white metallic element.

Merino wool

From the Merino sheep, it is a strong, fine fiber with superior warmth, and is considered
the best wool.

Metallic

A fiber or yarn made of or coated with metal, giving it an iridescent look.

Micro sidewheeler

Small paddle wheel.

Microfiber

Microfiber is a very fine polyester yarn that is tightly woven. The fabric is exceptionally
strong and has a silky feel to it. It is more porous, and "breathes" better than other
polyesters. Microfiber is naturally water repellent, and is used in rainwear.

Mitered vents

Slits in the lower part of a garment, for ease of movement.

Moccasins

A soft leather heelless shoe with the sole brought up the sides of the foot and over the toes
where it is joined with a puckered seam to a U-shaped

Mock-croc

Embossed item that resembles crocodile skin.

Mother-of-pearl

The hard, smooth, iridescent inner lining of the shell oysters, mussels, and other mollusks.

Mouton

Sheepskin with a short or medium length pile, dyed in deep tones.

Mule slipper

A slipper without quarter or heel strap, also known as a scuff.

Napa leather

A leather made by tanning sheepskins with a soap-and-oil mixture.

Nickel

A silver-white hard metal capable of a high polish and resistant to corrosion.

Nightshirt

Pullover sleeping garment of woven cotton extending to above ankle length.

Notch lapel

Type of lapel on which the top line slants down in line with the collar seam.

Nubuck

The leather of a cow.

Nylon taffeta

Plain weave fabric that is finished smooth on both sides and has a sheen.

Off-seam pockets

Pocket in which the opening does not lie along the seam.

Oil-tanned

A preserving process for leather in which oil is rubbed into the skin. This process is known

as tanning.
Ombre stripe

Term applied to a fabric woven or dyed in a graduation of shades.

On-seam pockets

Pocket in which the opening lies along the seam.

Onyx

A variety of quartz that is very porous and layered with different shades of black and
white. All onyx is artificially colored to enhance coloration and structure of the stone.

Open sleeve

Refers to a short sleeve shirt that has no rib trim at the end of the sleeve.

Opera pocket

Hidden pocket on the inside of a cummerbund for storage of opera tickets, etc.

Opera slipper
Oxford cloth
Oxfords

A slipper that is low cut on the sides, having no quarter strap, but having a section at the
back of the foot.
A plain weave fabric of medium or heavy weight. The majority of oxfords are of combed
yarns, and are given a silk-like luster finish. It has a characteristic pebbly basketweave
construction.
A shoe cut below the ankle that is held on the foot by means of laces in the center of the
instep.

Paisley

A woven or printed pattern resembling the patterns of woolen shawls.

Pant weight

Durable heavier weight.

Pastel

Pale color.

Patent leather

A smooth, shiny finish leather. A plastic urethane coating is put on the leather to give it
the shine.

Pea coat

It is a heavy, double-breasted dark blue woolen jacket, originally worn by sailors.

Peak lapels

A type of lapel on which the top line slants up from the horizontal, coming to a point and
leaving only a narrow space between the collar and lapel.

Pebble-grain

A regular texture produced on the surface of leather by the embossing process.

Penny loafers

A general term for a shoe without laces.

Pick-stitch

A stitch with spaces in between each stitch.

Peter pan collar

A small flat close-fitting collar with rounded ends that meet in the front.

Peter pan collar

A small flat close-fitting collar with rounded ends that meet in the front.

Piece dyed

Term applied to material that is dyed after it has been woven.

Pima cotton

More expensive than regular oxford. It is made by weaving two thin vertical yarns with a
single thicker horizontal yarn. In Pima oxford, the yarns are more slender, making the
fabric feel thinner and lighter, and making it look more lustrous.

Pincord

A fabric with very narrow ridges or ribs in it.

Pinpoint
Pinstripe

A very tightly woven fabric with a very high thread count per inch, making the fabric very
soft, like a silk or broadcloth.
Fine stripes resulting from the use of white, gray, or other yarns in series in the warp of a
worsted fabric.

Piping

Narrow fold, braid, or cord used to decorate or finish the edges or pockets of a garment.

Pique

A dobby weave fabric with a diamond design.

Placket

It is a finished opening in a garment section. On the front of a shirt, it is used for
placement of buttonholes.

Plain collar

A woman's shirt collar, equivalent to a men's forward point collar (not buttoned down).

Pocket jotter
Pocket secretary
Polished brass

A small leather accessory similar to a pocket secretary, but with corner slots for a notepad,
credit card slots, and an inside pocket.
A small leather accessory similar to a pocket jotter, but with 4 inside pockets and 6 credit
card slots (no note pad).
Brass with a high shine to it.

Polo coat

A single- or double-breasted outercoat of heavy or light camelhair with set-in or raglan
sleeves, patch pockets with flaps, and a half-belt or all-around belt.

Polo shirt

A close-fitting pullover with a button placket and a knit collar.

Polyamide

Name given to natural and synthetic protein fibers and nylon.

Poplin

Tightly woven, durable cotton made with a plain weave and a more pronounced rib than
broadcloth.

Porcelain

A hard, fine-grained, translucent white ceramic ware that is fired at high temperatures.

Portfolio

A hinged cover or flexible case for carrying loose papers, pictures, or pamphlets.

Princess seams

Close-fitting and usually with gores or panels from the neck to the bottom of the garment.

Pu

Polyurethane coating. Makes fabric water repellent.

Quarter top pocket

Also known as slash pockets, the opening edge forms a diagonal from the waistband to the
side seam.

Raglan sleeve

A sleeve with a seam extending at an angle from the armhole to the collar.

Reactive dye
Regimental stripes

Relaxed fit shirt
Repp

This type of dye provides bright colors on cottons and can dye acrylics, nylon, silk, and
wool. It holds up well to light exposure and washing.
Colors identified in England with various regiments and used in ties worn by their officers
in civilian dress. Similar colors and arrangements are used in neckwear in England and the
U.S.
A dress shirt fit designed with deeper armholes, a deep back yoke, and wider shoulders
with dual side pleats that provide greater freedom of movement, assuring you of
extraordinary comfort.
Closely woven ribbed fabric with a transverse cord effect; used for neckwear, accessories,
and sportswear.

Reverse pleats

Pleats that point away from the center of the garment.

Reverse stripe

A pattern in which the stripes are white, with a colored background.

Rugby stripe

Alternating stripes of 2 or more colors, wide but of equal width.

Saddle bag

A business case with a full flap front with a buckle (resembling a horse saddle).

Saddle shoulders
Sandal
Sandwashed

A sweater or other knitted garment in which the sleeves are attached with seams extending
from the armholes to the collar in front and back.
Footwear consisting of a sole with a strap upper in front and a buckled strap extending
from the back over the instep.
A process using sand to wash either fabric or finished garment, giving it a slightly worn or
faded appearance and making it very soft.

Satchel

A small bag for carrying clothes, books, etc.

Sateen

A smooth, durable lustrous fabric, usually made of cotton in a satin weave.

Schooner leather

A handsewn leather boatshoe.

Scotch grained
calfskin

Heavy chrome-tanned side leather with a deeply embossed pebbled surface.

Seed stitch

A knitted stitch pattern resembling a seed in shape.

Seersucker

Washable fabric with crinkled stripes made by altering the tension of the warp threads. It
comes in stripes, plaids, checks, or prints, and is used for sportswear, pajamas, and robes.

Self belt

A belt made of the same material as the garment with which it is worn.

Self collar

Same fabric as the rest of the shirt.

Shawl collar

A turned-over collar of a garment that combines with the lapel forming an unbroken
curving line.

Shearling

Skin of a tanned lamb or sheep with the wool retained; used for lining material with the
wool side in or out, for outerwear, and for gloves.

wool side in or out, for outerwear, and for gloves.
Shell cordovan

Leather from the inner hide of a horse, it is soft, fine-grained, and non-porous.

Shetland wool

Warm, lightweight wool from sheep raised on the Shetland Islands, off the Scottish coast.

Shift

A loose-fitting or semi-fitted dress.

Shirring

A gathering of fabric made by drawing up the material along 2 or more parallel lines of
stitching.

Shirt jacket

A jacket designed in the style of a shirt.

Shirtdress

A tailored dress patterned after a shirt and having buttons down the front.

Silk charmeuse

A fine, semi-lustrous crepe in a satin weave, made of silk.

Silk chiffon

A very sheer fabric made of silk.

Silk crepe de chine

A type of silk that is tightly twisted to give it a crinkled look.

Silk organza

A sheer dress fabric resembling organdy and usually made of silk.

Silk ottoman

Textured, closely woven fabric of raised crosswise ribs, made of silk; used for neckwear.

Silk satin

Silk fabric with a highly lustrous surface and usually a dull back; it is made in different
weights according to its' uses.

Silk shantung

Nubby silk fabric, used for suits, accessories, and sportswear.

Silk tussah

Creeper drier hand spun 100% silk with more natural form.

Silver plate

Having a thin coating of silver applied to an item.

Skimmer

A fitted, sleeveless dress, usually with a flaring skirt.

Slash pockets

Pocket set into a slash opening, usually vertically or at a slight angle.

Slide buckle
Slim fit
Sodalite
Soft roll polo collar
Split toe
Spun silk
Stainless steel
Sterling silver
Stirrup pant
Stonewashed
Storm flap
Studs
Suede

A buckle to be used with a strap belt that does not have holes at the end for inserting the
prong.
Trimmer than the regular body model, it is shaped closer through the chest and waist. The
box pleat has been eliminated to further reduce fullness.
A transparent to translucent mineral, it has a vitreous or greasy luster.
Also called a button-down collar, where the points are held down by small buttons at the
points. It was invented in England by polo players, thus its name.
A style of shoe where the toe cap, or tip of the shoe, has vertical stitching down the center
front.
Shorter lengths of silk filaments that are spun together much as cotton or wool yarns are
spun. Spun silk is soft, but not as lustrous, strong, or elastic as reeled silk. It is less
expensive, and is used in summer wash silks and dress trimmings.
An alloy of steel with chromium (and sometimes another element) that is practically
immune to rusting and ordinary corrosion.
A standard of 925 parts of silver to 75 parts of copper in the silver alloy.
A pant with a piece of fabric or elastic attached at the bottom of the leg. This is generally
used to keep the pant leg inside one's boots. The stirrup can be permanent or detachable.
A washing process during manufacture that includes use of abrasive stones to create a
softer look.
On a zip front jacket, it is the flap that snaps closed over the zipper for added protection
from the weather.
A set of solid buttons with a shank or eye on the back inserted thru a buttonhole; used on
dress shirts and formal shirts.
Leather in which the flesh side of the skin is buffed to a velvet finish, giving it a nap.

Supima oxford

Brand name of oxford cloth made of unusually long-staple cotton fibers from the
southwestern part of the United States.

Surcingle belt

A cotton stretch woven belt.

Tab collar

Has an easy to use snap or button tab, which is attached to the collar.

Tab shorts

Has an easy to use snap or button tab, which is attached to belt loop area.

Taffeta
Tartan
Tassel loafers
Tattersall
Tennis cardigan

Plain weave fabric of silk or other fibers that is finished smooth on both sides and has a
sheen.
A plaid design of Scottish origin consisting of stripes of varying widths and colors usually
patterned to designate a distinctive clan.
A men's low step-in dress shoe with a tassel trim on the vamp of the shoe (top of the foot).
A uniformly square pattern of lines of two or more colors forming squares on a solid
background.
A button-front cardigan, usually with a v-neck, tipping trim, and sometimes with cable
detailing.

Tennis collar

Traditional shirt collar-not buttoned down (also known as the Forward Point Collar).

Tennis skirt

An elastic waist, short, slightly flared skirt; very comfortable for easy movement.

Terry cloth

A fabric having uncut loops on both sides. It can be solid or patterned.

Throat latch

Ticket pocket
Tipping
Toggle
Track stripe
Traditional fit
Trench coat
Tropical wool
Trouser skirt

This feature is now mostly considered an aesthetic compliment to the sportcoat. One that
adds to the appearance of the coat. The true purpose of this feature is somewhat outdated
as it was once used when gameskeepers or gentlemen farmers would wear Shetland coats
in the fields. When the weather became colder they would turn up their collars and use the
throat latch to attach the two sides of the lapels. This would protect them from drafts. The
extra throat latch itself has three holes. The middle hole is used to attach it to the lapel
when not in use. The two end holes are used to secure the lapels together when the collar
is turned up.
A small pocket on the right-hand side of a jacket or coat just above the regular pocket. It
provides a conveniently accessible place for tickets or coins.
A band or strip of fabric or other material at the edge (neck, sleeve, hem, etc.) of a
garment.
A crosspiece of wood, metal, or other material attached to a rope, cord, or chain and
designed to be inserted in the loop of a cord as a closure on a garment.
A fabric pattern resembling railroad tracks.
The "Brooks" shirt, it is a generously cut shirt with a box pleat on the back which allows
for a more comfortable fit. It is suggested for the man who prefers a loose fitting shirt.
A double-breasted raincoat with deep pockets, wide belt, cape yoke, shoulder epaulets,
and an extra deep inverted back pleat.
Suiting weighing from 6 to 11 ounces per yard, made in a variety of weaves; it is used for
suits and sportswear.
A skirt styled after a man's trousers, with fly front, constructed waist, and usually belt
loops.

Twill

Basic weave characterized by diagonal lines on the surface of the fabric.

Valet key fob

A 2-ring key holder, 1 of which detaches from the holder and is used for valet parking, etc.
when you don't want the attendant to have all of your keys.

Valet stand

A device (as a rack or stand) for holding clothing or personal effects.

Vamp
Vegetable dyes

The section of the upper part of a shoe extending forward to the toe cap and part or all of
the way to the rear seam.
Natural dyes obtained from flowers, nuts, berries, and other forms of plant and vegetable
life.

Velcro

Name for a hook-and-loop fastener consisting of 2 tapes. One has little hooks; the other,
tiny self-loops. When pressed together, they hold together with considerable strength.

Vellum

A strong, durable cream-colored paper.

Velvet

A clothing fabric characterized by a short, soft dense pile.

Venetian nubuck

Style of shoe ( penny without the stay across the top.) & leather that has been brushed to
give it suede like nap.

Vermeil

A gold finish on sterling silver that is durable and tarnish-resistant.

Versatile plaid
Viscose

A pattern consisting of colored stripes which cross each other at right angles. This design
can be used with different color garments.
A viscous golden-brown solution made by treating cellulose with caustic alkali solution
and carbon disulfide and used in making rayon.

Waffle pique

A cotton fabric made in a honeycomb weave, and used for sportswear.

Waistcoat

A vest usually worn under a tuxedo jacket.

Wale

In a woven fabric, this refers to a rib or raised cord, as in corduroy.

Watch pocket

A small pocket just below the waistband of men's trousers.

Welt construction
Welt pocket
Windowpane
Wing collar
Wing tip shoe

A shoe construction using a narrow strip of welting onto which the outsole and ribbed
insole are stitched.
A set-in pocket with one wide band at the opening; usually found as the chest pocket on a
sportcoat.
Design formed by stripes running vertically and horizontally in an arrangement resembling
the framework of a window.
A collar style resembling a wing in appearance, where the tips of the collar extend out like
wings.
A shoe with a tip shaped like the spread wing of a bird, pointed in the center and extending
toward the rear on both sides. It has heavily perforated seams and toe-cap design.

Wool crepe

A light crinkled woven fabric made of wool.

Wool flannel

A soft twilled wool fabric with a loose texture and a slightly napped surface.

Wool pile

Fabric with loops on the surface, sometimes uncut. This fabric has a deep nap.

Worsted wool

More durable than regular wool, resistant to dirt, holds creases & shape.

Wrap coat
Wrap skirt

A full cut outercoat without a button closure, worn wrapped around the body and held in
place by a tied or buckled belt.
A skirt that is made with a full length opening and adjusted to the body by wrapping it
around the body and fastening it at the waist.

Wrinkle free

Eliminates wrinkles thru chemically treated cotton.

Yarn-dyed

A fabric in which the yarns are dyed before weaving or knitting.

Yoke

A fitted or shaped piece at the shoulders of a shirt.

